Spend a day with Gaius in the Roman army[image: image1.png]



Salve! Sum Gaius. Sum miles. Sum Romanus and I live in Brittannia. It’s much colder here than in Roma. Every day we get up very early. The other legionarii and I eat our cibum and drink some aquam. We spend a few hours building domum et murum so we can get shelter from the rain. Then we take our gladium, arcum et sagittam to practice fighting. We run, march, and swim with our armour to keep fit. We always need to be prepared in case inimicus attacks us. Whenever we move camp, we carry everything with us: not just our weapons, but also ollam for cooking. I have to serve in the army for at least XXII more years. The terra where I have served so far has always been cold. I hope I get transferred to a sunnier place soon!

1. Put the words highlighted in bold in the correct column:

	Male singular
	Female singular

	Subject
	Object
	Subject
	Object

	
	
	
	


2. Answer these questions about the text:

a. Where is Gaius from?

______________________________________

b. Where is he living?

______________________________________

c. Do you think he likes living there? Why (not)?

_____________________________________________________________________

d. Who do you think are the other legionarii?

_____________________________________________________________________

e. Name two activities they do during the day:

____________________________________________________________________

f. Can you guess what kind of a weapon the arcum are? Why do you think that? 

____________________________________________________________________

g. One of the following four English words comes from the Latin domum. Which do you think it is? Circle it.
Donate

domestic

dummy

donut
h. Can you make a nice sentence with the correct word?

_____________________________________________________________________

i. What do you think is an ollam? 

___________________________________________

j. Can you make a sentence (in English or Latin) with ollam as the subject? You’ll have to change the ending.
______________________________________________________________________

k. How many more years does Gaius have to work in the army?

______________________________________________________________________

3. Can you now create a short story about a Welsh boy who would like to join the Roman army? How does he persuade his parents? Use the Latin words you have learned above as part of the story.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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A few things to help:
Here is the translation of the Latin words:
Aqua

water
Arcus

bow
Cibus

food
Domus

house
Gladius
sword
Inimicus
enemy (opposite of amicus)
Legionarius
legionary, soldier
Murus

wall
Olla

pot
Sagitta

arrow
Terra

land
Remember…


Singular:


Mens-a		amic-us


Mens-am		amic-um














